Week 2 - Monday

  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Mat. 6:10
“We want life on our conditions. Praying puts us at risk of getting involved in God’s conditions. Be slow to pray. Praying most often doesn’t get us what we want but what God wants, something quite at variance with what we conceive to be in our best interests. And when we realize what is going on it is often too late to go back. Be slow to pray.”    (written a little tongue in cheek)  by Eugene Peterson 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask him. Mat. 7

Prayer Guide -


 Personal - If I’m honest, praying for your will is a little scary. But only if I do not know you well and have not experienced your love and grace toward me. Oh Lord, I trust you, but forgive my lack of trust. I believe. Help my unbelief.

Community – The kingdom of God is yet to come, but at the same time, wherever we are together, we are bringing the kingdom of God near.  We pray for our community to reflect your kingdom. Help us all to make this a priority. Thank you for our Youth and Capital Kids Leaders and their service to the children and teens. Bless and equip them as they seek to lead our precious children into a deeper love and knowledge of you.

Tuesday
Thought for the day


Give us today our daily bread.   Matt. 6:11


Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!


Morning by morning new mercies I see.


All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;


Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!      by Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960)
Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, thank you for how you have already provided for me. And thank you for the promise that you will provide. I ask for my needs and trust that you will hear. 


Community - Father, I pray for the people who are sitting in church with me facing financial pressure. Comfort them, provide for them. Give them faith to trust you. We also ask that you would provide for the needs of CCC through your people. Supply the money for what you have called us to do - not more and not less. Give the elders wisdom as tough decisions are made about how to spend the money that belongs to you. It is a big responsibility. 

Wednesday 

Thought for the day


“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Matt. 6:12


I will not live with purpose and joy unless I love; I will not be able to love unless I forgive; and I will not forgive unless my hatred is continually melted by the searing truth and grace of the gospel…Love is dependent on forgiveness. A formula can almost be structured from this concept. The extent to which someone truly loves will be positively correlated to the degree the person is stunned and silenced by the wonder that his huge debt has been canceled.   Dan Allender

Prayer Guide


Personal - Father, I come before you in silence. I do so desperately need your forgiveness, but I am not so eager to give it. Will you shine the light of your truth on me? Show me if there is someone I have not fully forgiven. I do not want to live in bitterness or to have any corner of my heart that is filled with hate. Please give me the grace to forgive, so that I can fully experience the forgiveness you have given me. 


Community - Lord, we pray that our small fellowship of believers would be free from any resentment or lack of forgiveness. It is your desire that we live in unity and love. This brings glory to you. We can’t help but hurt and disappoint each other, but you are able to heal those hurts with your grace. Give courage when words of apology need to be spoken. Give us your grace when forgiveness needs to be given. We want to praise you with one heart. We know that this pleases you and brings you joy. And that is what we want. 
Thursday
Thought for the day


Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. Matt. 6:13


Never... think we have a due knowledge of ourselves till we have been exposed to various kinds of temptations, and tried on every side. Integrity on one side of our character is no voucher for integrity on another. We cannot tell how we should act if brought under temptations different from those we have hitherto experienced. This thought should keep us humble. We are sinners, but we do not know how great. He alone knows who died for our sins. John Henry Newman 


The essence of temptation is the invitation to live independently of God. Neil Anderson

Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, it is not so much the situations that bring temptation, but the weakness of my own heart. Protect me from the temptations that I face. I take this time to name them before you. I am ashamed that wicked things can sometimes seem attractive to me. I feel the pull to manage my life apart from you. We humbly ask that you deliver us from evil, including my own evil thoughts that bring me into temptation. Fill me with your Holy Spirit, so that I have the power from you to stand strong.

Community - Lord, I can never know what great trials and temptations that people around me are facing. I don’t know, but you do. On my knees I ask you to give courage and strength to those who are being tested to their limit. Rescue us all. Keep us strong. We know that the enemy looks for an opportunity to destroy us and we ask for deliverance. Use our prayers for each other to give us victory. 
Friday

Thought for the day


Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  I Thes. 5:16-18


Pride slays thanksgiving, but a humble mind is the soil out of which thanks will naturally grow. A proud man is seldom a grateful man, for he never thinks he gets as much as he deserves.     Henry Ward Beecher

Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, change me, so that I am a joyful person and a grateful person. Teach me to always have a prayer on my lips throughout the day.  I know that this is your will for me. Forgive me for my pride, for not seeing all good things as a gift from you. 


Community - Lord, during this season, our church is paying attention to prayer. Make us a people of prayer. Teach us how to pray. We ask you to build this into the fabric of our fellowship. We want every meeting, every leader, and every decision to be covered in prayer. You are able even to use our weaknesses and mistakes when we pray. We are so grateful for you. 
Saturday
Thought for the day


Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Matthew 7:7-8        


Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and mighty things you do not know. Jer. 33:3


Confused people listen better.  - Larry Crabb 

Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, I admit that I am confused about many things and so I come before you to listen. I have many questions about you, about your will. I wonder what it really looks like to follow you in my world, with the challenges I face. Today I bring my questions. I really want to know your answers. I love these promises that you will hear me when I call and that you will answer me. Give me a heart that will listen and respond to what you teach me.  I even ask, Lord, that you would give me the right questions. 


Community - Lord, there are many needs, many ways we could spend our time, spend our money, use our talents. Will you guide us as a church family to be all that you want us to be?   We are asking for your direction and guidance to our elders, staff, and leaders. Give them wisdom from you. We are asking you to lead us as a group and as individuals. We are asking and seeking, and we thank you for the confidence that you will answer. 


Sunday

Thought for the day - 


 Thou hast formed us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless, till they find their rest in Thee. St. Augustine    Psalm 62:1 My soul finds rest in God alone. 

Prayer Guide -


 Personal -Blessed Creator, you have promised sleep and rest to your beloved. Help me when I helpless lie, when my conscience accuses me of sin, when my mind is harassed by foreboding thoughts, when my eyes are held awake by personal fears. Show yourself to me as the God of all grace, love and power. You have a balm for every wound, a solace for all anguish, a remedy for every pain, a peace for all disquietude. Valley of Vision - A collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions


Community - I pray that we would trust you. Our church has many concerns: finances, leaders who must move and must be replaced, a building that is not ours, and regulations and rules that seem to change. Lord, teach our church to rest in you, to trust you, to have a peaceful attitude in all this “unrest.” We put our hope in you. 
