Week 3 - Monday

Thought for the day - Exodus 20:1-3 - And God spoke all these words: "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me.”


Author Timothy Keller states, “A good thing becomes a counterfeit god [idol] when its demand on you exceeds proper boundaries.”
Prayer Guide -


Personal – Lord, your first commandment is to have no other gods before you. I bow before you and confess that I have broken this commandment, the very first one. The sad thing is that I don’t realize even how badly I have broken it. I hardly think of the pain this may cause you and the way that it damages me. I admit that I put other things, even good things, before you.  Lord, I ask you to show me what my idols are. Give me the courage and boldness to repent and abandon all other gods but you.


Community – As parents, Jesus, show us how to model and instill in our children that there is no other god besides you.  As your church, show us where we are missing you – where we value something more than knowing you and loving you and serving you. If you appeared before us in all your glory, we would be ashamed of what we are holding onto with such desperation. 

Tuesday 
Thought for the day -
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. Col. 4:2

Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers, pray for powers equal to your task. --Phillips Brooks

The Church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men. The Holy Spirit does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men…Men of prayer." --E. M. Bounds

Prayer Guide
Personal - Teach me what it means to be devoted to prayer - how that looks in my life. Teach me to pray in a way that pleases you. As I start another week, I ask that I would be watchful for you and thankful to you as this verse says. 

Community - Lord, we lift up the men in our church in whatever they are doing. It is not easy to be a man of integrity in this world, to be a student, to be a good husband, father. Fill them and give them power equal to the tasks they face. Strengthen them to be men of strong character and wise words. Bless all the groups of men that meet together during the week in your name, so that they strengthen each other. 
Wednesday 

Thought for the day


“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:9

 “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”  I Thes. 5:11

Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, renew me when I grow tired.  Strengthen me when I grow weak. Help me to keep my eyes on you and to be faithful in my walk with you. Make me aware of the needs of those around me - in my family and in the church where you have placed me. Make me slow to criticize, but quick to give words of encouragement and blessing.  


Community - I pray that our church would be one where we encourage and strengthen each other. I pray for all the women in our church. Fill them with love and joy, and pour blessings through them to their families and co-workers. Knit deep friendships in the women’s groups. We are your family. Teach us how to love and encourage each other in a way that pleases you.
Thursday

Thought for the day -
“You're only young once, but you can stay immature indefinitely."   Ogden Nash
“If we let Him – for we can prevent Him, if we choose, - He will make the feeblest and filthiest of us into a…dazzling, radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot now imagine, a bright stainless mirror which reflects back to God perfectly (though, of course, on a smaller scale) His own boundless power and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in parts very painful, but that is what we are in for. Nothing less. He meant what He said.”  C.S. Lewis
Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, don’t give up on me. I want to be a reflection of you. I can hardly imagine what that might look like in my life. Make me aware of anything I’m doing or not doing, which is hindering your work and preventing my growth. I want to keep growing in maturity. But I cannot do it without you. 
Community - Some churches, as well as people, reflect you better than others. Lord, we come before you together, as a church body, asking you to build us into a people that pleases you, reflects your character, and glorifies your name. Work in us. 

Friday

Thought for the day - 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom; and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. I Cor. 1:25, 27


God chooses for his holy work in the world the kind of lamebrains and misfits and nit-pickers and odd ducks and stuffed shirts and egomaniacs and milquetoasts and closet sensualists as are vividly represented by us all… He sends us with a message of loving our enemies, when we have a hard time loving our friends. He sends us on a journey for which there are no maps, toward a goal we cannot see until we get there. And yet, and yet… the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of men.  From Frederick Buechner

Prayer Guide


Personal - Lord, I’m so aware of my limitations. Thank you that you can use anyone. You can use me in spite of my weaknesses. You might even use me because of my weaknesses. Then, if anything good happens, you will be glorified. Use me, I pray. 

Community - Church members are sometimes accused of being judgmental. Help me not to forget the truth, that we are all weak. You are working in all of us, but you aren’t done yet. Help us to be patient with the weaknesses of others, as you are patient with us. Help me to believe the best and pray for it, and not lose hope for my friends. 
Saturday
Thought for the day

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16


But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.  I Peter 3:15

Prayer Guide

Personal - Lord, you must shine your light in me, before I can be a light to others. Work in me so that my faith is authentic; so that my hope in you changes everything; and so that your love in me influences every conversation. Show me where to serve. 


Community - Lord, we pray for every member of CCC to be a light to others. Give us unusual lives of integrity and love, so that others would be curious. And make us aware of opportunities to speak of you and your goodness. We want to make a difference in this city. Pour out your love and goodness through us in this place. 

Sunday

Thought for the day

For by him (Jesus) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. Col. 1:16


He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; …so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things…by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Col. 1: 17-20

Prayer Guide - 


Personal - Jesus, it will take me all of eternity for the full meaning of these words to soak into my soul. I bow before you in all humility and worship you. Thank you for making a way for me to know God. Thank you for what you did on the cross. 

Community - You are the head of our church. In everything you must be the center and have the place of supremacy. Our prayer is that you would have full control; that you would be glorified and alive in our church. We all have our ideas of what church should look like, but we are all so different. We pray that you would mold us, so that we are a group that reflects you in the ways that are important to you. We pray this as well for every group that meets in your name in this country.
