Week 4 – Monday

Thought for the day

Acts 17:31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.

The theme for this week is Grace. To understand the grace of God, we must first grasp God’s holiness and righteousness. He, as ultimate goodness and love, wants justice to be done. He will judge the world. What would we do without His grace?

Prayer Guide - 


Personal – Dear and Holy God, I want to understand you as you are and as you present yourself to us in Scripture. You are ultimate love, and you want ultimate justice. We ask for your justice to be done in this suffering world. You are my judge. You have that right. I trust you, because I know you to be a God of grace. 


Community –For CCC we ask for favor with our landlord, with the local police and those in authority over us in this country. Make us a blessing in this place and a light to all those around us. We thank you for permission to meet here. 

Tuesday
Thought for the day

Romans 1:20-21 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities– his eternal power and divine nature- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Prayer Guide - 


Personal  - Lord, give me eyes to see you, so that I don’t miss you. Forgive me when I don’t give thanks to you, when my heart becomes dark. I lack the will to love you and honor you as you deserve, and I fall into sin. I pray for your grace to lift me up.


Community – Lord we pray that we receive your grace and leave our normal desires to honor images that look mortal, instead of honoring your real glory. We repent. We see our wrong desires and want you to show us where we as your church have fallen for our surrounding culture instead of your commandments. Make us a church that reflects your glory.
Wednesday

Thought for the day

Luke 19:10 For the son of man came to seek and to save what was lost. 

It is God’s surprising love that saves us. It is an abnormality that God, the righteous judge, who could have let all people taste the consequences of their ways, chooses to pay their debts. He is not neutral toward sin. He paid the highest price to clear out debt, because he loved even those who were behaving as his enemies. How strange! God’s grace is an unexpected act of love. 

Prayer Guide - 


Personal – Lord, I thank you for your grace for me. I was your enemy and you wanted to seek and save me. I was in debt and you paid my debt. I am again and again surprised by your grace. Thank you!


Community – Lord, bless every visitor and newcomer to CCC, so that they feel warmly welcomed. We want to live by grace. Help us to show the right attitude, since sometimes unbelievers don’t understand this and still think that we are working hard for a nice relationship with you. Help us to share your Grace, so that our teachings in church meetings, Sunday school and in small groups are grace-filled. Help us to review our teaching and doing when needed. 
Thursday

Thought for the day

God has paid the debt by doing something no one could imagine. He sent his own son. Jesus took this task on him during all his life on earth and paid on the cross all our debts. All was paid. All was done. We don’t have to pay for our sins anymore. Jesus said, when he received the drink, “It is finished.” (John 19:28-30) With that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Prayer Guide - 


Personal – Lord, I am quiet and with mixed feelings today, because I am thinking of the tremendous work of your Son, Jesus. He took all the wrath, the debt, and felt all the anger that I was supposed to endure. He did this for me. I am sad that this was necessary. I am ashamed of my guilt and sin. And at the same time I am so relieved and joyful that Jesus did pay this price for my sin, that He did this for me. 


Community – Lord, help us to put Jesus and His work on the cross central in all we do at this church. We pray for people who are burdened by their guilt and have not experienced your grace. Help us to relieve their burden by showing them the work of Jesus. Help us to make wise decisions as church to best communicate what you have done for us. 
Friday
Thought for the day

Acts 4:33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 

This week we have thought about God’s grace for us, as individuals and as community. How do we share this grace? Let your thinking be filled with his grace. Let it overflow in you. Then start to think how we all can share in the overflowing grace. The first Christian community shared everything they owned with each other when they started as church. They were overflowing with grace and didn’t need much else. 

Prayer Guide - 


Personal – Lord, I thank you for the grace you have shown to me. It is more than enough. I want to share it with others. Open my mind to show me when to share: whether its time, attention, money, forgiveness, or other things you have given me in your grace. 


Community – Lord, help us to offer grace to each other in our community. We have received freely from you. Help us to freely give grace in the same way.  Make CCC a church that feels like a safe family. Give us laughter when we are together. Give us power when we pray. Give us unified hearts for you.  

Saturday

Thought for the day


“I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.” - Matthew18:3-5

“Let your heart be broken for a world in need—feed the mouths that hunger, soothe the wounds that bleed; give the cup of water and the loaf of bread—be the hands of Jesus, serving in his stead” - Bryan Jeffery Leech

Prayer Guide


Personal – Thank you Lord, for your unfailing love. Though I may often get full of myself, you forgive me. Though I may often trust my own plans over yours, you gently guide me back into your will. Teach me to trust you as a child trusts his parents. 

Community – Father, there are so many children in this world who are hurting due to illness, poverty, abuse, lack of love. Thank you for those who devote their lives to care for them. Be with the Hills and the staff and volunteers at the New Hope Foundation facilities, as well as the other children’s care centers in our area. Remind us that we were given much—to help those who have less.
Sunday

Thought for the day

God said “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me, to a nation that did not call on my name, I said, “Here am I. Here am I.” Isaiah 65:1


“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8


We trust, not because a god exists, but because this God exists. C.S. Lewis 

Prayer Guide 


 Personal - Lord, I do not understand this kind of love. You have pursued me when I ignored you. You died for me when you knew I would fail you. You have never stopped loving me. I don’t know what to make of this. You are a God that says, “Here am I.”  Make me into a child that replies the same, “Here am I. Here am I.”


Community - With one voice we praise you today, this Sabbath day. We are honored to worship a God like you. Fill our church with your Spirit. Move in us, we pray. 
