Week 7 – Monday 

Thought for the Day


Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them. Matthew 18:19
Prayer Guide

Personal – O Heavenly Father, this is a powerful promise. We come now and ask together as a church that you will be with us in a powerful way. We pray for this week for everyone who calls Capital their church home. Empower us. Heal us. Direct us. We even ask you to correct us, but we pray that this week we may understand in a new way what Easter means. 
Community – Pour out your Spirit in this community. As people are thinking of Easter, will you draw their thoughts to you? Give them a hunger that can’t be satisfied with anything but you. Draw them to church on Easter Sunday. Move them, so that they would want to seek you in a new way in their lives. Make us aware of chances to share our faith this week and to invite others to worship with us. 

Tuesday

Thought for the Day

    
 But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!  Romans 5:15

 Grace is much more than a static possibility of love.  It is an outpouring, a boundless burning offering of God’s self to us, suffering with us, overflowing with tenderness.  Grace is God’s passion.  Gerald G. May, M.D.,  Addiction and Grace

Prayer Guide


Personal – Dear Jesus, Help me to wrap my mind around the knowledge that all the ugliness that haunts the world today, all the evil that wreaks her insidious influence, all the disharmony that threatens war, all the chaos that confirms Adam and Eve’s fateful decision in the garden…NONE of this comes close to the power of You dying on the cross for me!  On one level, I can mentally know that your deed was more powerful than Adam’s.  But on a personal level - where my beliefs impact my action - I see my doubt.  Help me to believe, to know, and to live like this is true. Make the story of Easter come alive in my heart this week. 

Community – Thank you for giving us the body of believers to be your tangible presence in each others’ lives.  Grant us unity so that we will see each other as you see us and so that we will stand out as a contrast to the world around us.  Teach us to accept the grace you have given and to pour that out to each other. 
Wednesday
Thought for the Day   

          I believe that God is just like Jesus, only greater yet, for Jesus said so. I believe that God is absolutely, grandly beautiful, even as the highest soul of man counts beauty, but infinitely beyond that soul’s highest idea. I believe that …he is not a God to crouch before, but our Father, to whom the child-heart cries exultantly, “Do with me as thou wilt”… I believe that there is nothing good for me or for any man but God and more and more of God, and that only through knowing Christ can we come near to God.       George Macdonald

 Prayer Guide
Personal - I know that without faith it is impossible to please you. Give me faith to believe you, that you are good, that you have all power and wisdom, and that you love me. Give me faith to trust in your payment on the cross for me, so that I live free from guilt and from the power of sin. Show me the areas of my life where I am living like an atheist.  

Community – We pray that we might see you more clearly, follow you more nearly, and love you more dearly, day by day. We praise you as a community and ask that you would make yourself more real to us. Awaken our hearts in this week of celebration, to give you the love and praise and response that you deserve. Stir us, Lord, and make your presence known among us. 
Thursday

Thought for the day    Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.  He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken.  Psalm 62:5-6

 “Souls are like wax waiting for a seal.  By themselves they have no special identity.  Their destiny is to be softened and prepared in this life, by God’s will, to receive, at their death, the seal of their own degree of likeness to God in Christ.” 

Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation
Prayer Guide

    
Personal - Heavenly Father, I keep searching for fulfillment in other things – other “good” things that pull me away from you.  Show me how to find myself in You.  When I consider the sacrifice you made for me, there is nothing else to do, but bow before you and give you my heart and my soul.  Gather me into your heavenly arms and breathe into me Your overwhelming love and forgiveness so that I can be the aroma of heaven to those around me.
    
Community – As a church body, help us to see who you are.  Bring us into your presence every Sunday, but especially this Easter Sunday morning, so that we will taste the abundance that is ours in you.  Make us a body that longs for you.  Grant us glimpses of our growth as we worship together in song, and give us fresh vision for further growth in the areas you reveal to us.  Pour out your Spirit and have your way in our church and our community. 
Good Friday

Thought for the day 


They crucified him, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left.  Jesus said, “Forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:33-34


It was now about the sixth hour and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. Luke 23:44-46
Prayer Guide

Personal – Jesus, I am overwhelmed at the suffering you endured. And I am speechless when I think about how you loved and forgave even the people who were taking your life. You have also forgiven me, many times when I did not understand the damage that my sin was doing to me or to others. You also forgave me at times when I knew full well what I was doing and still chose my own way. Thank you for forgiving me and cleansing me. I give my life to you. 

Community – Lord, each of us, as your family in Beijing, take a moment on this day to thank you for the cross. Thank you for the sacrifice you made for us. You are the way and the truth and the life. We can now walk through that curtain into the most holy and intimate place with you. There is no need for any more sacrifices, because Jesus, you were worthy, holy, perfect and pure. We bow before you in thanksgiving. We stand before you in praise. We love you. 
Saturday 
Thought for the day       Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25
I have come that they may have life and have it to the full. John 10:10

 “All the loneliness, angers, hatreds, envies and itchings that [this world] contains, if rolled into one single experience and put into the scale against the least moment of the joy that is felt in Heaven, would have no weight that could be registered at all.”  C.S. Lewis

Prayer Guide

Personal – Jesus, you are the source of all life. The closer I am to you, the more alive I really am. You said that you came to give us life to the full and I want that. It would be a tragedy to go through this life and miss you. Don’t let me miss anything you have for me!


Community – Lord, there are many in our community who will visit church tomorrow, because it is Easter. I don’t want them to miss you, either. Lord, prepare their hearts today. Give them a hunger and thirst for you. We are asking that you speak to all of us in a powerful way. Draw those who don’t know you into relationship with you. Draw those of us who do know you, closer and closer still. Thank you for the life and joy prepared for us in heaven. Give us a taste of that this weekend as we celebrate the life that we have in you. 
Easter Sunday! 

Thought for the day 


The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead.’”   Matt. 28:5-7

Christ Jesus, who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil. 2:5-11

Prayer Guide

 Jesus, we bow before you on this Easter day. You alone are God. Along with all of creation we applaud you and praise you as the Risen Lord, the Lord of all! Be glorified in our congregation and take joy in our praise. With open hearts we soak in the love you have demonstrated to us. With hearts running over we pour out our love for you. Be pleased as you look down at us, along with believers from many nations, tribes and tongues all over the world. We love the God that you are. We celebrate you on this Easter day. 
