CCC Sermon Notes

The Command Invitation
by Craig B.

Mark 12:28-34

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them
a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.” 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment greater
than these.” 32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there
is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrific-
es.” 34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom
of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

The Greatest Commandment
1. The Command Stands
The Invitation is still open

Revelation 3:19-20

Those whom 1 love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here | am! | stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and
they with me.

2. The Command Stands
You cannot obey it

1 John 4:10-11
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Deuteronomy 7:6-10
Deuteronomy 8:1-18
Romans 1:21-25
John 13:1, 34-35

1 John 3:1-16

1 John 4:19-21

“Grace is opposed to earning, not to effort.”
Dallas Willard

1 Corinthians 15:9-11

9 For | am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecut-
ed the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace to me was not without
effect. No, | worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

Ephesians 3:14-21

14 For this reason | kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives
its name. 16 | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being



rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge —that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within
us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!



